[Comparison of various empirical dosage suggestions for etomidate infusions on the basis of pharmacokinetic data (author's transl)].
The superposition principle of linear pharmacokinetics allows in a simple way simulation of blood levels and amounts of drug in other compartments for arbitrary dosage schemes provided the pharmacokinetic data are known. Assuming a 2-compartment model we compare for etomidate different dosage schemes as described in the literature with respect to the resulting course of blood levels or amounts of drug in different compartments. In conjunction with the reported clinical observations one can estimate minimal therapeutic blood levels and identify the compartment to which the site of action may be associated.